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GENERAL COUNSELOF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON25, D, C.

June 21, 1955

Dear Mr. Lausi:

I am enclosinga copy of a memorandum I have just
received from the Acting Judge Advcoate General of the Navy)
informingme that the claims of Marshall Islandersarising from
the test activitiesof Joint Task Force SEVEN have no!vbeen
fully settledby the Navy Foreign Claims Commission,Kwajalein.

I wish to thank you very much for the cooperationof
offioials of the Office of Territoriesand of the Trust ‘I?errltory
of the Pacific Islands in this undertaking, That cooperation
has played a considerablepart In the prompt and satisfactory
settlementof the olaims,an accomplishmentwhich gives me great
satisfaction,as I am sure it does you.

Siccerely yours,

/8/

Wllber M. Brucker
General Count3el

1 Inclosure
A;F

Mr. Anthony T, Lausi
Office of Territories
Department of the Interior
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DEPARTMENTOF THE NAVY
Office of the Judge Advocate General

Washington25, D, C.

In reply refer to
JAG:III!2:HMD:bjr
Marshall 161ander8

14 Jun 1955

NEM3RANDUMFOR THE GENERAL COUNSEL
Department’of Defense

Subj: claims of Marabal?.Islanders

Ref: (a)

(b)

(c)

AssIt. (3en,Counsel, Logistics,DOD, memo of 29 Dec
1954

JAG ltr, CtAC!111:2:HMD:bjrMarshall Islanders,of
12 tTan1955

AssSt. Gen. Counsel, Logistics,DOD, memo of 17Feb
1955

1. References(a), (b) and (c) concern the claims of the
Marsha11 Islaiadersresultingfrom the nuclear tests conducted
in March, 1954. It wa6 agreed that these claimswould be settled
by a Navy Foreign Claims Commtsslonconvenedby the Commanding
Officer,Naval Station,Kwajalein,Marshall Islands,in accordance
with the provisionsof the Foreign Claims Act (31 U. S. C. 224d),

2, The CommandingOfficer, Naval Station,Kwa:aleinreports
th~t all of the subjectclains ~ve been Bettled, payments in
tha amount of $1,719,27were made to the Inhabitantsof Uterik
Islsnda~d Ln the amount of $5,162.53to the Inhabitantsof
Rongelap Island, The settlementswere completedon 13 May 1955
by payments to three clal~nts who were previouslyabsent from
their homes. All other settlements were made in April,

3, The Navy Foreign Claims Commission lndIcated that valuable
assistancewas renderedby various officersof the Governmentof
the Trust Territoryof the Pacific Islands, Lettersof appreci-
ation were forwardedby the Commissionto Mr, P. D. Steel, Island
Affairs Officer, from the Office of the DistrictAdmlnlstratorat
Majuro, and Mr. Byron Brender~ the Rongelap liaisonofficer.

“.,r:,T,:qtofEI1:.VY‘u,.,
h:,~~grll;l’sGflice

S, B. D, WOOD
A[\cl+;’JEs

Acting Judge Advocate Ueneral
of the Navy
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